Introduction

20
As I was studying the flora of the Verdugo Mountains, I came across a sunflower (Asteraceae), 21 whose morphological characteristics matched those of the genus Helianthus, and the species,
22
Helianthus annuus L., yet the individual was suffrutescent. Its proximal stems were hard and 23 woody, and I was unable to pierce them using a sharp probe and minimum force. The single 24 main stem contained a gash, which revealed the presence of lignified xylem tissue, or wood.
25
Moreover, the epidermis of these stems appeared cracked and degenerated; a sign of secondary The photographs in figures 1-5, 7, 9, 12 and 14-15 were taken using a Canon PowerShot digital 
